Village of Lake Isabella
Planning Commission
1096 Queens Way
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893
June 8th, 2004
Chairman Dunham called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.
Members Present:
Members Absent:

Grey, Thornhill, Torgerson, Walker and Chairman Dunham
Lobert and Hardenburgh

Motion made by Torgerson seconded by Walker to approve the agenda for the June 8th regular
meeting.
Motion made by Walker seconded by Torgerson to approve the minutes of the May 11th, 2004
regular Planning Commission meeting.
Motion made by Torgerson seconded by Grey to approve the corrected minutes of the June 1st,
2004 special meeting.
Reports
1. Chairman Dunham gave a brief report on activities that him and Wolff had done on
the LIDI/WPCA site plan.
2. Wolff gave the zoning report on permits and activities with the ZBA.
3. Grey gave the Council report highlighting recent events.
Old Business
1. The Planning Commission continued its review of the LIDI/WPCA site plan. A
lengthy discussion ensued with Mike Williams and Louis VanLiere of Williams and
Beck, and the members of the Commission reviewed the entire checklist of criteria
that this site plan was reviewable on.
Motion made by Walker seconded by Grey to grant conditional approval to the
LIDI/WPCA site plan based on the following conditions.
1. A permit from the MDEQ for the filling of the floodplain (3 copies to be
submitted).
2. A permit form the MDEQ for the filling of wetlands if such is planned (3
copies to be submitted).
3. A permit from the MDEQ for the creation and operation of the proposed
sewer system (3 copies to be submitted).
4. A permit from the MDEQ for the storm drains on the private roads (3 copies
to be submitted).
5. A memo in regards to the wetlands study done by Day & Associates.
6. A permit from the Central Michigan District Health Department for wells and
the OK for the 22 permits of the back-lot septic systems, including copies of
the soil borings and other tests needed to obtain the permit (3 copies to be
submitted).

7. A final draft of the condo documents approved by both attorneys with the
added language offered in regards to LIPOA membership/relationship and
LIPOA rules and restrictions, restrictions on access to the Boat Launch
limiting it to only members of the WPCA, a clause limiting the marina to not
more than 24 boat slips, and the notation on Village and County road
standards.
8. A soil erosion permit from Isabella County for infrastructure work (3 copies to
be submitted)
9. Final drawings of the site plan with the changes requested, including the
changes offered for infiltration catch basins in the storm sewers, modification
of the curbs to Village standards.
MOTION TO GRANT CONDITIONAL APPROVAL CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
2. The Planning Commission received and reviewed a site plan submitted by Jim
Shimunek to construct an office building on Coldwater road in the office service
district.
Motion made by Walker seconded by Torgerson to grant conditional approval to the
site plan on the condition that 3 copies of the permit from Isabella County on the curb
cut are supplied to the Village Office.
MOTION TO GRANT CONDITIONAL APPROVAL CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
3. The Planning Commission continued its discussion over the Master Plan survey. The
Commission will be sending out a questionnaire to the Council, ZBA and Village
employees asking for input on the survey. The Commission also will consider
members to appoint to an Ad-Hoc Committee for the survey.
New Business
1. Wolff noted that a sign application had been submitted by Out-Of-Bounds Pizza
Company and that it could not be approved. Wolff requested that the Planning
Commission review the sign and then recommend in favor of a variance to grant the
sign. The Planning Commission set a deadline for the introduction of the draft of
changes to the sign provisions of the zoning for the July meeting.
Wolff noted that he would draft a memo and send to Out-Of-Bounds informing them
that the sign request had been denied.
Public Comments were made by Frank Cooley and Mike Scherba.
With no further business the Planning Commission stood in adjournment at 11:03 PM.

Timothy R. Wolff
Village Manager

Village of Lake Isabella
Planning Commission
1096 Queens Way
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893
July 13th, 2004
Chairman Dunham called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and the pledge of allegiance was
recited.
Members Present:
Members Absent:
Others:

Grey, Hardenburgh, Lobert*, Thornhill, Torgerson*, Walker and
Chairman Dunham *(Cheryl Lobert arrived at 7:04, Bruce Torgerson
arrived at 7:14 P.M.)
None
Manager Wolff

Agenda Approval
Walker requested that under new business “High speed internet” be added as item #3.
Motion made my Walker, seconded by Grey to approval the agenda as amended. ROLL
CALL VOTE: YEAS: Grey, Hardenburgh, Lobert, Thornhill, Torgerson, Walker, and
Dunham; NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED
Approval of Minutes from the June 8th Meeting.
Motion made by Walker seconded by Grey to approve the corrected minutes of the June 8th,
2004 meeting.
Reports
Dunham had no information to present for a Chairman’s report.
Wolff gave the manager’s report. He reported on zoning and code enforcement matters.
Grey gave the Village Council report on the events of the June meeting.
Old Business
1. The Commission reviewed the submitted survey that the manager had drafted for the
Master Plan. Several changes were made to the survey. Motion made by Walker,
seconded by Grey to appoint members Hardenburgh and Thornhill to work with the
Manager to finalize the survey before it being sent out, and to mail surveys to all property
owners of record in the Village. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED
New Business
1. Wolff presented the Commission with 3 items that need to be address in an Ordinance.
Those were revisions to the WS-Zoning, changes to the Sign Ordinance, and changes to
the Site Plan review criteria. The Commission briefly went over the WS and Sign
matters and directed them to be handled in the following manner. The Sign changes
would be handled at the regular August meeting, the Commission would hold a Special
Meeting on the 4th at 5:00 P.M. with food provided to begin the WS-zoning rewrite, and
then readdress the matter in September at the earliest. Chairman Dunham pointed out the
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request from the Village attorney to rewrite the WS-Zoning, and that he was eager to
work with the LIPOA on the matter. He stressed that the way in which the WS-zoning
rewrite would be handled would be done to protect the privacy element of the Lake to the
fullest extent, and also be done to reflect the concerns of all property owners.
2. Wolff reported that the CMDHD had denied the septic permit request by Jim Shimunek
for his office building in the OSD. He noted that the Council would be addressing the
matter at the Council meeting in July and that the situation had to be resolved before the
end of the week to ensure the project would go forward and that he and Dunham were
working very hard to resolve the matter and ensure the construction would occur.
3. Walker briefly discussed the need for High speed internet, and the possibility of locating
a tower on some of the vacant lots that the Village owns in Isabella North.
Public Comments and/or Questions
Frank Cooley of El Camino Grande briefly commented on the proposed changes to the WS
and Sign Ordinance. He also commented on the CMDHD issue and Lot 150.
Laura Hardenburgh of Brinton commented on the WS-Zoning rewrite. Discussion ensued
between her and the Commission on this matter where she addressed several concerns over
the wording and intent of the rewrite.
Adjournment
With no further business the Planning Commission stood in adjournment at 10:20 PM.

Timothy R. Wolff
Village Manager

Village of Lake Isabella
Planning Commission
1096 Queens Way
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893
Special Meeting
August 4th, 2004
Chairman Dunham called the meeting to order at 5:11 PM and the pledge of allegiance was
recited.
Members Present:
Members Absent:
Others:

Grey, Hardenburgh, Thornhill, Torgerson, Walker and
Chairman Dunham
Lobert
Manager Wolff

Dunham gave an opening statement where he noted the history behind the WaterfrontShoreline Zoning of the wording from Isabella County and Sherman Township. In May
of 1998 when the Village was incorporated the Village quickly adopted the zoning
ordinance and since then has been adjusting to our uniqueness and learning as the Village
grows. Recent events of the past year has brought to light several issues with the WSzoning and at the urging of the Village’s legal counsel the Planning Commission has
begun to address the issue of WS-zoning. Dunham stated that he and LIPOA President
Dave Ochander have been discussing matters and feel there is a good working relationship
between the different bodies. Dunham stated that he wanted to form a Liaison Committee
between the Planning Commission and the LIPOA consisting of himself, Thornhill,
Ochander and Steve Clark. Dunham further noted that he feels there is unanimous
consensus on the Planning Commission to protect and maintain the privacy element of the
Lake. He also stated that the language adopted would need to reflect our uniqueness and
protect the things that the community holds valuable.
Old Business
1. The Planning Commission began its discussion over the WS-zoning rewrite. The
Commission discussed many issues and cited numerous areas where work needed to be
done on wording and definitions. Those were in summary: the definition of “lake;”
“reservoir,” “impoundment,” and the footage overlay involved; what is the “high water
mark;” riparian rights; what is defined as “vegetation;” setback requirements and structure
definitions; seawall placement; diversion of water; funneling; docking; and other matters
regarding erosion and land use.
The Planning Commission completed its initial review and decided that the earliest it
would be addressed again would be at the September meeting. Several memos were
distributed during the meeting; include one from Hardenburgh regarding lake ownership,
access and riparian rights; and, one from LIPOA President Dave Ochander.
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Public Comments and/or Questions
Elmer Ledbetter of Red Fox Ct. commented on funneling, lot screening, and docking
points in the WS-zoning rewrite.
Mike Scherba commented on high water level mark, setbacks, artificial beaches, and
thanked the Planning Commission for the thorough work that they do, and the time that
they give back to their community, he also gave a definition of the lake as an
impoundment, and spoke to funneling rights, riparian rights, and LIPOA Parks and
property values.
Laura Hardenburgh of Brinton commented on the language used in the WS-zoning as
being “offensive,” lot screening, LIPOA Master Plan for their parks, and hoped that the
Planning Commission and Village would address the issues surrounding this matter in the
good-faith that they are claiming will do with the LIPOA.
Dave Ochander of Fairway commented on his willingness to work with the Village, that
the LIPOA was also looking at long term issues and planning, that the Village attorney
needs to be familiar with our uniqueness, and hoped to have discussion between the
LIPOA and Planning Commission more often.
Announcements
Manager Wolff noted that the proposed committee between the LIPOA and Planning
Commission would have to adhere to the Open Meetings Act. Grey concurred with that
statement and stressed that the Village needs to operate in a legal and open manner.
Dunham noted that he would work on the idea on address it at a later time, all agreed that
more communication between the bodies was good, and needed.
Adjournment
With there being no further business before the Planning Commission Dunham adjourned
the meeting at 9:07 P.M., and thanked everyone for the work and time contributed to the
discussion that night.

Timothy R. Wolff
Village Manager

Approved on August 10th, 2004

Village of Lake Isabella
Planning Commission
1096 Queens Way
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893
Regular Meeting
August 10th, 2004
Chairman Dunham called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and the pledge of allegiance was
recited.
Members Present:
Members Absent:
Others:

Grey, Hardenburgh, Lobert, Thornhill, Torgerson, Walker and
Chairman Dunham
None
Manager Wolff

Agenda Approval
Motion made my Walker, seconded by Hardenburgh to approval the agenda as presented.
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Grey, Hardenburgh, Lobert, Thornhill, Torgerson, Walker,
and Dunham; NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED
Approval of Minutes from the July 13th and August 4th Meetings.
Hardenburgh questioned how descriptive the minutes should be. He asked that public
comments from the August 4th meeting be corrected and added to in order to add clarity to
the comments made. Motion made by Walker seconded by Hardenburgh to approve the
minutes of the July 13th meeting as presented and the corrected minutes of the August 4th,
2004 meeting. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED
Reports
Dunham had no information to present for a Chairman’s report.
Wolff gave the manager’s report. He reported on CMDHD septic permits, the Master
Plan Survey, High Speed Internet, the ZBA, and Whispering Pines.
Grey gave the Village Council report on the events of the July meeting.
Old Business
1. The Planning Commission began its discussion over the Sign Ordinance rewrite. The
Commission discussed many issues and cited numerous areas where work needed to be
done on wording and definitions. Those were in summary: square footage in residential,
commercial and industrial, and office service districts, illumination, moving and flashing
parts, number of signs per lot, words that needed definitions, and not allowing signs in a
right of way.
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New Business
There was no new business presented at the meeting.
Public Comments and/or Questions
There were no public comments or questions.
Announcements
There were no announcements.
Adjournment
With there being no further business before the Planning Commission Dunham adjourned
the meeting at 9:47 P.M., and thanked everyone for the work and time contributed to the
discussion that night.

Minutes prepared by Village Manager, Timothy R. Wolff

1096 QueensWay
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893
989-644-8654
lakeisabella@chartermi.net

September 14th, 2004
Minutes
A regular meeting of the Lake Isabella Planning Commission was called to order at 7:05
P.M. by Vice-Chair Becky Thornhill and a roll call of members was taken.
Members Present:
Members Absent:

Grey, Hardenburgh, Thronhill, and Walker
Dunham, Lobert and Torgerson

A motion was made by Walker, seconded by Hardenburgh, to excuse Dunham and
Lobert for the meeting. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED
A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Walker, to approve the agenda as presented.
VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED
A motion was made by Hardenburgh, seconded by Walker, to approve the minutes of the
August 10th regular meeting as presented. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED
Reports
No Chairman’s report was presented as Dunham was absent.
Manager Wolff gave a report on various issues regarding zoning, code enforcement,
and Village business.
Grey gave the Council report and highlight several issues from recent Council
meetings including the DEQ and the LIDI lawsuit.
Existing Business
1. Master Plan Survey
Wolff reported on the progress with the survey. He indicated that he needs volunteers
from the Planning Commission to assist him in this process. Grey volunteered to help
within the next month. Depending on the level of support he receives, Wolff hopes to
have a rough tabulation completed by the end of the year.
Commissioner Torgerson arrived at 8:05 P.M.
2. Sign Ordinance
The Commission continued its review of the sign ordinance re-write. The
Commission discussed several areas that need work in their opinion. These include
better wording on several of the definitions, several clauses in the general provisions,

and district regulations. The Commission agreed to discuss next month only the
district provisions, and also request that the Manager generate a chart to help them in
their discussion.
Public Comments/Questions
Elmer Ledbetter – Asked how neon lighting would be restricted with the wording
regarding internal lighting for signs.
Frank Cooley – Asked what the projected timetable was for the development at
Rolland and River Road. He also asked if the location for the high speed internet
tower had been settled. He asked to have a meeting in October with the Manager to
review these matters.
Mike Scherba – Asked if there had been any complaints regarding the sign at the
Hub.
With there being no further business before the Planning Commission a motion was made
by Grey, seconded by Hardenburgh, to adjourn at 8:50 P.M. VOICE VOTE:
MOTION CARRIED

Minutes prepared by Village Manager Timothy R. Wolff

1096 Queens Way
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893
989-644-8654
lakeisabella@chartermi.net

October 12th, 2004
Regular Meeting Minutes
A regular meeting of the Lake Isabella Planning Commission was called to order at 7:04
P.M. Chairman Bill Dunham and a roll call of members was taken.
Members Present:
Walker
Members Absent:

Dunham, Grey, Hardenburgh, Lobert, Thornhill, Torgerson and
None

The agenda was accepted as presented.
The minutes of the September 14th, 2004 meeting were approved as presented.
Reports
No Chairman’s report was presented.
Manager Wolff gave a report on various issues regarding zoning, code enforcement,
and Village business.
Grey gave the Council report and highlighted several issues from recent Council
meetings including the Queens Way project, Ordinance 2004-03, Ordinance 2004-06
and the creation of a new committee.
Existing Business
1. Chart of Allowable Signs
As discussed last month the main item of business would be a discussion over the
district regulations for signs. Manager Wolff presented a chart for the various zoning
districts in the Village. The Commission discussed the provisions of each type of
sign for each district. Dunham stated that he would work on language for Real Estate
Open House signs to be included. The Commission will review a revised draft of the
entire ordinance at the November meeting.
New Business
1. MML Workshop
Manager Wolff presented the Commission with an invitation for one member of the
Commission to attend an up coming MML workshop. Dunham indicated that he
would attend.

2. TSI Committee Appointment
Dunham nominated Thornhill to serve on the newly created TSI Committee, with
Torgerson serving as the alternate member, mainly on issues of Public Safety.
Motion made by Dunham, seconded by Walker to nominate Thornhill and Torgerson
to the Council for appointment to the TSI Committee. VOICE VOTE: MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Public Comments/Questions
Mike Scherba – Commented on the passing of Frank Cooley. Each member of the
Commission also made comments about the positive work Frank had done in the
Village.
With there being no further business before the Planning Commission a motion was made
by Grey, seconded by Hardenburgh, to adjourn at 9:09 P.M. VOICE VOTE:
MOTION CARRIED

Minutes prepared by Village Manager Timothy R. Wolff

1096 Queens Way
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893
989-644-8654
lakeisabella@charter.net

November 9th, 2004
Regular Meeting Minutes
A regular meeting of the Lake Isabella Planning Commission was called to order at 7:05
P.M. Chairman Bill Dunham and a roll call of members was taken.
Members Present:
Members Absent:

Dunham, Grey, Hardenburgh, Lobert, Thornhill, and Walker
Torgerson

Motion made by Walker, seconded by Thornhill, to excuse Torgerson for the November
meeting. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
The agenda was accepted with the addition of New Business number #2, letter form
Hardenburgh.
The minutes of the October 12th, 2004 meeting were accepted as presented.
Reports
Dunham brought up the issue of the Village owned lots and asked to have the matter
discussed at the December meeting.
Manager Wolff gave a report on various issues regarding zoning, code enforcement,
the airport, and other Village business.
Grey gave the Council report and highlighted the events of the September Council
meeting including Ordinance 2004-03.
Existing Business
1. Chart of Allowable Signs
The Planning Commission reviewed the draft of the Sign Ordinance and made minor
changes and corrections. These included the addition of two definitions for ground
signs and temporary signs, the deletion of redundant wording in the general
regulations and also uniform requirements from the charts and the written regulations
for each sign type.
2. Site Plan Review Account & WS Zoning
Tabled until the December meeting.

New Business
1. Order of Business/Projects
The Planning indicated that the top priority will be the Master Plan, and the WS
zoning should be tabled until the summer. Also set as a high priority will be the
Village lots and reviewing their recommendation from 2001.
2. Letter from Hardenburgh
Commissioner Hardenburgh submitted a letter of resignation effective December 31st,
2004.
Motion made by Walker, seconded by Grey, to accept with regret and gratitude
Hardenburgh’s resignation. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Public Comments/Questions
None
Adjournment
With there being no further business before the Planning Commission the
Commission stood in adjournment at 9:17 P.M.

Minutes prepared by Village Manager Timothy R. Wolff

1096 Queens Way
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893
989-644-8654
lakeisabella@charter.net

December 14th, 2004
Regular Meeting Minutes
A regular meeting of the Lake Isabella Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00
P.M. Chairman Bill Dunham and a roll call of members was taken.
Members Present:
Members Absent:

Dunham, Grey, Hardenburgh, Thornhill, Torgerson and Walker
Lobert

Motion made by Hardenburgh, seconded by Walker, to excuse Lobert for the December
meeting. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
The agenda was accepted as presented.
The minutes of the November 9th, 2004 meeting were approved as presented.
Reports
Dunham commented on the Whispering Pines Development and their up coming
meeting with the LIPOA.
Manager Wolff gave a report on various issues regarding zoning, code enforcement,
and Village business.
Grey gave the Council report and highlighted the events of the November Council
meeting such as the change in election dates and the review of the Financial Policies.
Existing Business
1. Chart of Allowable Signs
A draft of the sign ordinance was reviewed. Each section was read for errors and
omissions.
Motion made by Walker, seconded by Hardenburgh, to set a Public Hearing for the
January meeting for the Sign Ordinance
2. Village Owned Lots
The Planning Commission discussed the issue of the Village owned lots. Dunham
suggested that the Village try to acquire lots 29, 176 ,270, 271, 274, 293, 298, 328,
329, 330, 333, and 335 of Isabella North. He also suggested that the Village not

acquire any lots South of El Camino Grande in Isabella North. Wolff recommended
that the Village keep at least one lot in each of the plats that they currently own in,
and to also keep as many of the corner lots as possible.
Dunham called for a Special Meeting to be held on December 30th, at 11:00 AM to
discuss this matter more.
3.

Master Plan Survey
Wolff highlighted the results from the first section of the survey, there were no
surprises to the data presented.

New Business
NONE
Public Comments/Questions
Elmer Ledbetter - Commented on the Eyebrow on Bonanza that he has asked be
vacated and asked that the process be reviewed.
With there being no further business before the Planning Commission the Commission
stood in adjournment at 10:47 P.M.

Minutes prepared by Village Manager Timothy R. Wolff

1096 Queens Way
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893
989-644-8654
lakeisabella@charter.net

December 30, 2004
Special Meeting Minutes
A special meeting of the Lake Isabella Planning Commission was called to order at 11:00
A.M. by Chairman Bill Dunham and a roll call of the members was taken.
Members Present:
Members Absent:

Dunham, Grey, Hardenburgh, Walker, Torgerson, and Thornhill (arrived
at 12:15 P.M.).
Lobert

Existing Business
1. Review of Village owned lots
The Planning Commission discussed possible locations for future expansion of the
Village of Lake Isabella Offices. See below for pros and cons the Planning Commission
wrote for each area. The Commission also spoke on the issue of a possible meeting to
include Herman Otto who was on the original committee for Office Space.
Current Location (LIPOA Office Building)
Pro’s
Community Perception (Staying together)
Closer to Population
Could be gifted
Security
Location to Water and Boat Launch
Shared Needs & Resources

Con’s
Owned by LIPOA
Location to Storage Area and Campgrounds
Not centralized
Loss of property taxes
Perception of “puppet organization”

Airpark Location (Near Coldwater Rd. and Runway)
Pro’s
Access of Coldwater Rd.
Acreage
Combined with Airport Building

Con’s
Aesthetics
Not centralized
Traffic congestion

Planning Commission Minutes – December 30th, 2004
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Isabella North (Off Drew Road)
Pro’s
Acreage and Land
Centralized location
EMS access
Aesthetics

Con’s
Surrounded by Residential Area
El Camino Traffic
Tax base reduction

Public Comments/Questions
None
Adjournment
With there, being no further business before the Planning Commission the Commission
stood in adjournment a 1:20 P.M.

Minutes prepared by Village Administrative Assistant Jessica Bundy

